
 
 

 
John Christensen 

 
 
 
BORN 
1954 New York City 
 
 
EDUCATION 
1988 M.F.A., The University of Texas at Austin 
1977 B.A., Harvard University 
 
 
COMMISSIONS / AWARDS 
2009 Behavioral Health Pavilion commission, Tuscon, AZ 
2007 Robertson architectural screen commission, Houston, TX 
2006 Bathhouse Art Center commission, Dallas, TX 
 Robertson wall commission, Houston, TX 
2004 Florida International University commission, Miami, FL 
2003 Roy C. Guerroro Colorado River Park commission - design team project,  
  Austin, TX 
 Colony Park Recreation Center commission, Austin, TX (in 2006 becoming  
  the Turner-Roberts Recreation Center 
2000 University of New Mexico – Health Sciences Center commission,  
  Albuquerque, NM 
 Dallas Area Rapid Transit – Park Lane Station commission, Dallas, TX 
1999 Hermann Children’s Hospital commission, Houston, TX 
1995 Austin-Bergstrom International Airport commission, Austin, TX 
 Art Matters Grant, New York 
1993 Waller Creek Plaza commission, Austin, TX 
1992 City of Austin Cultural Contract – Interdisciplinary Program 
1991 City of Austin Cultural Contract – Interdisciplinary Program 
1988 Connemara Grant, The Connemara Foundation, Dallas, TX 
1981 Artist in Residence, Ossabaw Island, GA 
 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2011 John Christensen – Push down the dark water, Gremillion &Co. Fine Art,  
  Houston, TX 
2007 John Christensen – Projects, Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX 
2005 Difficult loves, Gremillion &Co. Fine Art, Houston, TX 
2004 Unquiet Garden, Linda Fairchild Contemporary Art, San Francisco, CA 
2000 Asama, Gremillion &Co. Fine Art, Austin, TX 
1998 no kings no boxes no numbers, Wyndy Morehead fine Arts,  
  New Orleans, LA 



1997 Ekstasis, Gremillion &Co. Fine Art, Houston, TX 
1996 Substance, Helm Fine Arts Center, Austin 
 Skin-Tundra, installation & performance, The Arts Alliance, Lafayette, LA 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS (continued) 
1995 Sculpture and Documents, Dougherty Arts Center, Austin, TX 
1993 Awkward Simple Volumes, Third Street Gallery, Austin, TX 
 Studio Intrusion, Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX 
1991 Idas & his Brother, Installation, the Amarillo Art Museum, Amarillo, TX 
1987 John Christensen – Sculpture, The Blue Collar Gallery, San Antonio, TX 
 
 
OTHER SELECTED EXHIBITIONS 
2004 What is Drawing, Concordia University, Austin, TX 
2001 Inside/Outside, Valley House Gallery, Dallas, TX 
1999 art works 99, Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, TX 
1997 Resonating Chambers, Arts Alliance, Lafayette, LA 
 Installation, ART-PACE, San Antonio, TX 
1996 Reflections of Four Generations, Macon & Co. Fine Art, Atlanta, GA 
1994 Small Works, TRAX Gallery, Austin, TX 
1992 Spores, Site Work, Abilene 12th Annual Sculpture Exhibition 
 Flatbed, The First Two Years, Tarrytown Gallery, Austin, TX 
1991 Gremillion & Co. Fine Art, Houston, TX 
1989 New Works by Austin Artists, Laguna Gloria Art Museum, Austin, TX 
 RS Levy Gallery, Austin, TX 
1988 Internal Order, Transco Tower, Houston, TX 
 Thicket, Site Work, Connemara Park, Plano, TX 
1987  Columbus, Installation, The Texas Sculpture Symposium, San Antonio, TX 
 
 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
2003 Heather Brand, “Place View Thought,” Tribeza, Jan 03, pp. 24-26. 
2000 Jeanne Claire van Ryzin, “Sculptor, collagist make winning pair,” Austin  
  American Statesman, 22 Jan 2000, p. D7. 
1995 Rebecca Levy, “John Christensen…Public Perceptions,” The Austin  
 Chronicle, 20 Jan 95, p.34. 
 Saundra Goldman, “Landscaping Color,” Austin American Statesman,  12  
  Jan 95, p. XL 46. 
1994 Saundra Goldman, “Sculpture Inspires Contemplation,” Austin American  
  Statesman, 16 Jul 94, p. XL11. 
1993 Margaret Putnam, “Choreographers Dish Up Heady Lot,” Dallas Morning  
  News, 09 Mar 93. 
1992 Jack Anderson, “Dance in Review,” The New York Times, 14 Dec 92. 
1989 Patricia Hendricks & Becky Duval Reese, A Century of Sculpture in Texas 
1889- 1989, catalog for exhibition, Huntington Art Gallery, The University of  
  Texas at Austin, pp. 198-109. 
1988 Johanna Drucker, “Connemara: Spring 1988,” Dallas Arts Revue #26,   
  Spring 88. 
 
 
PROJECTS 
 
Go There, commissioned for the Behavioral Health Pavilion, Tucson, AZ. Bronze 
sculpture on concrete pedestal on a campus of health and emergency facilities.  
 



Whirl, commissioned for the Bathhouse Median Project, White Rock Lake, 
Dallas, TX.  Bronze Sculpture on concrete pedestal with landscaping, at the 
Bathhouse Arts Center. 
 
PROJECTS (continued) 
 
Big Thicket, completed 2007, outdoor architectural screen, commissioned for a 
Houston residence. 
 
Row, completed 2006, wall sculpture, commissioned for a private residence in 
Houston. 
 
Swoop, completed 2006, commissioned for Florida International University – 
Graham Student Center.  Steel sculpture at a campus pedestrian hub. 
 
Roy G. Guererro Colorado River Park, design phase 2003-2004, design of a high-
use area of a municipal park.  Designs included a pavilion, memorial grotto, 
children’s playscape and plaza, infrastructure and surface treatments – 
construction phase postponed.  This project involved extensive collaborations 
between the artist and the Parks Department Park Development Design Team, 
during which the artist took a leading role in the design of signature 
structures and details, many of them to be built and funded by the Parks 
Department.  Flowing the initial Art in Public Places contract, the Parks 
Department hired the artist directly to continue work on the project. 
 
Cisterns, design phase 2003-2004, commission for the Colony Park Recreation 
Center, Austin, TX.  Cast Concrete rainwater catchment cistern, 8,000 gallon 
capacity – construction phase postponed.  This project was halted, then 
resurrected in 2006 as the Turner-Robertson Recreation Center attached to 
the Overton Elementary School.  The rainwater catchment system and cisterns 
were jettisoned and the community challenged artist to create a “Turner-
Roberts-Overton Memorial” to commemorate the leadership of  
Dorothy Turner, Velma Roberts and Volma Overton in the struggle for civil 
rights in Austin in the second half of he 20th century. 
 
Cloud/Rift, completed 2002, commissioned for the University of New Mexico 
Health Sciences Center, Albuquerque – fabricated bronze and concrete 
sculpture.  This project involved collaboration with the University Architect 
sin the development of landscaping and site integration for two different sites 
on the UNM campus. 
 
Suit, completed 2002, commissioned for Dallas Area Rapid Transit – Park Lane 
Station – fabricated bronze sculpture on concrete pedestal/seating. 
 
Leaf, Pod, Samara, completed 1999, commissioned for the Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport, Austin, TX – cast concrete sculptures and landscaping. 
 
Hermann Arch, completed 1999, commissioned for the Hermann Children’s 
Hospital, Houston, TX.  Fabricated bronze sculpture. 
 
Source, completed 1994, commissioned for Waller Creek Plaza, Austin, TX.  Cast 
bronze sculpture on concrete pedestal/seating. 


